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Aftermaths – Tommy Orange

…if the world becomes without 
us, we the absent deliverers of 
the gone, it will at the very least 
have peace, meaningless 
peace, animalful peace, 
smogless, noiseless, plasticless, 
thunderous peace.
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Respect the 
virus
“It is said, do not fear the virus, respect it. 
Respect is one of the cornerstones of our 
values. When we respect something, we 
lose fear of it and attitude and behavior 
changes. Like learning to swim, you must 
respect both the beauty and the danger of 
water. Same with the virus, we need to 
obey the precautions and safety practices, 
because fearing it may result in behavior 
that is dangerous.”
- Algonquin/Haudensaune Elder, 
Simon Brascoupe



COVID-19: A trickster

Spike Protein

Just bad enough in every way. Severe 
enough to kill millions. Mild enough to 
move undetected through a 
population. Spreads quickly to overload 
hospitals. But slowly enough that 
statistics don’t spike until too late…

-Ed Yong, How the pandemic defeated 
America



The Trickster

CDC 
COVID-19

3 C's



9 968





Image by Shane Powless, taken at Townline and Seneca Rd., Six 
Nations of the Grand River (April 3, 2020).

Impact of COVID-19 in 
Indigenous Communities



Respect COVID-19: 
Health Impact Pyramid

Counselling & 
Education

Clinical 
Interventions

Long-Lasting Protective 
Interventions

Changing the Context to Make 
Individual's Default Decisions Healthy

Socioeconomic Factors

Increasing 
Population 
Impact

Increasing 
Individual 
Effort



Truth and Reconciliation



Joyce Echaquan
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Our eyes have never not been wet, 

but not like this



https://www.canada.ca/en/public-

health/services/diseases/measles/health-professionals-measles.html

Vaccination: A great achievement



https://www.canada.ca/en/public-

health/services/diseases/measles/health-professionals-measles.html



Vaccine Hesitancy

Reluctance or 
refusal to vaccinate 
despite the 
availability of 
vaccines



Parents

Love
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Canadian Paediatric Society: 
Working with vaccine-
hesitant parents

Approaches to vaccine 
hesitancy

Discuss the risk

Community protection



Barriers to HPV Vaccination in Global 
Indigenous Peoples

Mrklas et al., 2020

5. Systems & 
Processes
6. Intersectionality
7. Social influences

1. Beliefs
2. Knowledge
3. Emotive Reactive
4. Access



Promotion of vaccine

Complacency Convenience

Confidence
Default choice



Convenienc
e

Remove 
barriers to 
access

CBC, Inuit Elder first recipient of Moderna



Complacency

Address actual 
dangers of COVID-19

Individuals & 
Communities



Confidence Medical concerns First Nations have around 
medical treatments are legitimate…we have sort 
of escaped federally sanctioned experiments that 
were done on our population.
-Grand Chief Arlen Dumas, Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs



Confidence

Address fears

Our own experts 
are ensuring due 
diligence, the 
proper science is 
done



IPSOS Poll August 
2020



IPSOS Poll August 
2020



IPSOS Poll August 
2020

Asked if they would take a 
COVID-19 vaccine if it were 

available
24% disagreed 



Why not 

take 

COVID-19 

vaccine?



Vaccines are safe



Vaccine Platforms



Analogy

DNA: 

Cookbook

mRNA: Picture 

of the recipe

Spike protein 

antigen: Meal 

the recipe is 

turned into



mRNA vaccines

Pfizer/BioNTech

43,448 participants 

Vaccine : 8

Placebo: 162

95% efficacy



mRNA vaccines

Moderna

30,420 participants

Vaccine: 11

Placebo: 185

94.1% efficacy



Protein Subunit Vaccines

COVID-19:

Novavax

Sanofi

Akin to:

• Acellular pertussis

• Hepatitis B

• Recombinant influenza



Anaphylaxis

21 cases of anaphylaxis after 1 893 360 
doses

11.1 cases per million doses

17 in persons with history of allergies, 7 
with history of anaphylaxis.



Approval process

Benefits

Risks







“Vaccine will help 
us get out of this”

-Dr. Nel Wieman, 
President Indigenous 
Physicians Association of 
Canada



Socially embedded perspective

Worldview
Social
Cultural
Political
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We will bury the truth 
of our decadence with 
the truth of our 
negligence



Vaccine Hesitancy in 
Indigenous 
Communities
Community-
centred

Culturally-safe

Trauma-
informed

Humble
Convenience

Complacency Culturally-safe

Confidence

Community



Cultural safety guidance for 
clinicians

1. Be alert about past 
traumatic experiences

2. Advocate for cultural-safety

3. Build relationships that 
create trust

4. Make it clear that 
information is owned by the 
patient

5. Access to resources
Art by Selena Mills, ROAR Creative Agency



Key Dimensions of Equity-Oriented Services

Partnerships 
with Indigenous 
Peoples



Key Dimensions of Equity-Oriented Services

Actions at all 
levels



Key Dimensions of Equity-Oriented Services

Attention to 
local and global 
histories



Key Dimensions of Equity-Oriented Services

Attention to 
unintended and 
potentially 
harmful impacts



Key Dimensions of Equity-Oriented Services

Ten Strategies
1. Commit to health equity
2. Develop supportive structures
3. Optimize use of place and space
4. Re-vision use of time
5. Power differentials



Key Dimensions of Equity-Oriented Services

6. Local Indigenous contexts
7. Actively counter racism and 
discrimination
8. Meaningful engagement
9. Inter-related forms of violence
10. Social determinants of health



Conclusions

Community
/individual-
centered
approach



Conclusions

Individual
• Culturally safe and 

antiracist practice
• Trustworthy
• Share knowledge with 

humility
• Genuine curiosity about 

different worldviews



Conclusions

Population
• Support First Nations, Inuit, 

and Métis leaders to build 
trustworthy, anti-racist 
systems

• Trust is earned
• Root causes of mistrust
• Work towards the larger 

vision of reconciliation



COVID-19: A trickster

What is the 

moral of the 

story?
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How will we will our lives 

into something more?


