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Notifiable Diseases DATABASE-©

The Notifiable Diseases Database is a public online resource for

notifiable disease (ND) policy information in Canada. It provides a
central location where federal, provincial and territorial notifiable
disease lists, case definitions and legislated reporting requirements
can be easily retrieved and compared.

The Notifiable Diseases Database is particularly useful for Canadian public health officials, policy mak-
ers, epidemiologists, practitioners and researchers, among others. It provides context to the collec-
tion of provincial, territorial and national surveillance data, which can lead to better interpretation,
communication and response in the face of outbreaks and epidemics. The NDDB is used to stimu-
late discussion regarding variations in ND lists, terminology, case definitions and reporting criteria
across the country (see side 2).

On a single website, the NDDB provides information from pub-
lic health websites, acts and manuals to allow users to rapidly
access and compare jurisdiction-specific ND policy across
Canada. Information is updated and verified regularly, and in
collaboration with public health units in every jurisdiction.



Notifiable Disease Reporting in Canada

Provincial/Territorial

Each Canadian province and territory has its own le-
gal requirements for reporting certain infectious (and
non-infectious) diseases deemed important for public
health monitoring. These are most often referred to as
Notifiable Diseases or Reportable Diseases.

Reporting is mandated by provincial and territorial legis-
lation (most often through a Public Health Act), but ND
lists and other reporting details, such as case definitions
and timelines, are typically outlined in associated regula-
tions and communicable disease guidelines or manuals.
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Federal

The Public Health Agency of Canada collects infor-
mation from jurisdictions on diseases that are consid-
ered important for national surveillance. Reporting is
voluntary at the federal level and is done by mutual
agreement with provinces and territories.

Canada has publically available data on nationally
notifiable diseases since 1924. However, due to the
voluntary nature of reporting and periodic revisions
that are made to the list, national surveillance data
and trends must be interpreted with vigilance.
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Using the Notifiable Diseases Database

Search for Notifiable Diseases
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The NDDB provides many search options for users.
Users can search by disease (e.g. How is HIV reported
across jurisdictions?), search by jurisdiction (e.g. How
does Alberta’s ND list compare to BC?), search by
transmission type (e.g. Which waterborne diseases are

reported on in which jurisdictions?), and search for vac-

cine-preventable diseases (i.e. which vaccine-prevent-
able diseases are reported on in which jurisdictions?).

TRANSMISSION  VACCINE-PREVENTABLE

voluntarily report nationally
notifiable diseases to PHAC

I *I Public Health

Agency of Canada

Compare Disease Lists

The NDDB provides a list of every ND that is legislat-
ed across Canada. It then highlights which of those
diseases are legislated in particular jurisdictions. This
allows for rapid comparisons across jurisdictions.
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Notifiable Disease

Acute Flaccid Paralysis No

Norovirus
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International

Canada has a voluntary obligation under the Inter-
national Health Regulations to report to the World

Health Organization any event that may constitute a

public health emergency of international concern.

World Health
Organization

Canada voluntarily reports
diseases of international
concern to the WHO.
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provide Notifiable Disease lists and
policy information to the
Notifiable Diseases Database

Compare Reporting Details

For each notifiable disease, the NDDB provides
comparable, jurisdiction-specific information
on:

Case definitions and degree of certainty (con-
firmed, probable, suspect) required for report-

ing
* \Who must report the disease

® To whom diseases must be reported

The NDDB also contains a general search box where us-
ers can enter any term(s) of interest (e.g. “Ebola”), and
all instances of that term in the NDDB will be retrieved.

Varicella (Chickenpox) * How quickly diseases must be reported

West Nile

e Links to sources for the above information




